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: Will the eDd of the European "war
the Slavic nations united into one

powerful enough to shake

Iseo the yoke of the oppressor Austria,
"will it find them more than ever
the hands of their oppressors?

I Servia, Crotia, Camiola, Hcrzcco-vin- a,

Montenegro and the various
other races that form what is kncn n
as Jugo-slavi- a are in hopes that ihoy
will come out of the conflict free

' from Austrian and Italian dictation
and that the roorganization of the
old world will find them again in
possession of their freedom in a
United Kingdom that will ho strong
enough to uphold its rights.

SerhB, Croats and Slavenians,
lL known under the collective name of

Jugo-slav- s, are one and the same ia- -
' lion, speaking the same languages,
f but under Austrian rule broken up

i. f into Servia and Montenegro and mi- -
i merous other provinces in the south- -

eastern part of Austria-Hungar-

- the trunc kingdom of Croatia-Sla- -
vonia-Dalmati- a, the provinces of

y, Bosnia-Herzegovi- and Carniola;
I' greater portions of the provinces of
5 Istria. Trieste, Gorizia-Gradisc- a, Ca- -

rinthia and Styria and finally the
Jungoslav zone of Hungary proper.

ft The Southern Slav patriot has said
4 that no greater misfortune has be- -

t fallen the Southern Slavs than to
, pass under dominion of civilized Au- -

I stria. Had they been obliged to
m share the fate of their brothers, the
P Serbs and the Bulgarians, they

F would certainly have tasted all the
1, miserj' of the Turkish yoke, but to- -
,1 day they would be free, as an inde- -
rA pendent state with a right to their

'
KS own national an Intellectual devcl- -

Vf opracnt. The one thing Turkey has
K left untuoched in the Seibs and the
H Bulgars the heart of the people
v fs the very thing that Austria has
K ' sought to destroy in her Southern
V Slav subjects. Turkish captivity lias
I; steeled the hearts of the Slavs she
W oppressed, but Austrian captivity has

'V cankered them and made them efiete.
J( ' TRK PESSDUSTS'
U TIEW.

Jf In many respects this pessimistic
If lew is justified. The struggle of the
Cf Southern Slavs for national life lias
li passed through many phases, and
If has exhausted itself in many more
I The Croats have elected, after the
II extinction of their royal family In
I! 1102, the King Koloman of Hungary
I for their own. After the passing
1' awav of the house of Arpad, they
i; elected independently of Hungary.
I I Ferdinand I of Habsburg as their
I. ruler (in 1527). By their own free
11 will they adopted the Tragraatical

If Sanction of 1712, by which they ap-- E

proved the accession of female.
K where there was no male, as heir to
K the throne. For centuries the South-- K

era Slavs stood under the protection
K or "Heaven militant," and his motto
K was, "For Faith and Freedom." Dur- -

jK ing the time of Turkish power the

&B Croat has acquired a noblo name,
ffiK "Antc-mural- e Christianitatis" (out- -

m works of Christianity) , for his cou-

rt W vageous watcliing over the prosper-r- a

f jly of Christianity anS the'cultuie of
if I Europe.
fj As a distinctly autonomous state,

rotla dealt with Austria and with
m Hungary on the principle of cqual- -

ity, and she was recognbed as such
H fo long as she was needed for their
5 defense.
JJ i The whole south of the dual mon- -

l(t
; archy is inhabited by Slavs. The

S1 kingdoms of Croatia, Slavonia and
S Dalmatia. with the Duchy of Carni- -
Si ola, Istria and Bosnia-Herzegovi- na

ty I these comprising a population of
jlj over 7,000,000 belong almost cxqlu- -

gl J sively to one race. Whereas in all
9 other countries of the monarchy the

JH '

different races are represented in
"if varying percentages, the non-Sla- v

?f ' population in Crotia, Slavonia, Bos- -

SS na and Herzegovina amounts only

si to about 5V- - Per cent in Carnio- -
Jjil la and Istria to 4 per cent, and in
21 ' DalmaUa only to 2 per cent. The
5Si ; considerable number of Croats and
38r Slovenes (750,0000) living in South- -

2l crn Hungary must be added to the
trfl . above mentioned 7,000,000.
iJS i HUOTHEBSg OF TIIE SERBS.

R& Ethnologically speaking, the in- -
$fl& habitants of all these countries fovm
jfrjij one people, and are a brother na--
C?l tion to the Serbs in the Kingdoms
uM of Servia and Montenegro. Their
i!3 ' language, customs, historical past
DJfj8 t ' achievements in art, sicence and llt--

M crature are Identical, The sole dif--
iM fcrcncc between them is that the
M

( Croats and Slovenes are Catholics.
&m s while part of the inhabitants of Bos- -

loJ I: are Maharamedans.
riJBU Those confessing the Scrbo-Orth-

tWmtf dox faith also own to the national
CvH name and call themselves Scr.bs.
ffij This compact and homogeneous na--

$, tlonal body would certainly have bc- -

'.! 5 come a most Important factor in the
r monarch' had thej not been cut in
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two by administrative policy. Here,
as elsewhere throughout all her do-

minions. Austria has applied her
principle of dividing and dismember-
ing, and the Southern Slav piovlnces
were shared between two spheres of
power. Croatia and Slavonia wtio
allotted to the Hungarian; Carniola,
Dalmatia and Istria to the Austrian
sphere, and a mixed Austrian and
Hungai-ia- administration was in-

troduced in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
This system made a unanimous po- -,

litlcalrally of the Southern Slavs
quite impossible, aud proided Ger-

man and Magyar propaganda with a
manageable field of operations. In
both spheres unremitting efforts
were devoted to the task of eliminat-
ing the Southern Slav clement,
stifling Slav thought, and transform-
ing the Slavs into slaves.
CONSIDERATION
TOR HUXGAJir.

But the Southern Slav is endowed
with unusual tenacity; the most
zealous clforts on the part of the
government weic frustrated by his
dogged resistance, and they merely
defeated their own ends. German
"kultur" and Magyar lack of culiuic
were held In 'equal abomination by
the Slav nations, upon whom tuey
were to be inflicted, and the ruthless
spolliation to which they were like-

wise subjected engendered a doep-soat- cd

animosity. The Northern
Slavs, who possess more practical
business capacity than tho Southern,
did not allow themselves to be eco-
nomically strangled, and even cun-triv- ed

to hold their own in this re-

spect; whereas, the Southern Slavs,
being mainly an agricultural people,
found themselves the helpless vic-

tims of Austrian and Hungarian ra-
pacity. Dalmatia, one of the love-

liest spots in Europe, has for the
jojit centurv known no privilege, ex

cept that of paying taxes, and Au-

stria's of that
country has become proverbial.

Croatia and Slavonia fare litllo
better They have'to pay 50 per cut
of their levcnues to Hungary This
tax figures under the head of "con-
tributions to mutual interests."
chiefly represented by the railways
and the postal system. The net an-

nual income from these vVo souiees
amount to 250.000,000 crowns, but
of this Cioatia never receives a p'n-ny- !

The net profit all goes to Hun-
gary, who brazenly employs it as a
subvention to the Magyar piopag.m-d- a

in Croatia The condition of Car-n?o- la

and Istria is almost as deplor-
able as that of Dalmatia, and in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina the Austra-Ilunsana- n

Government has for thirty--

five years built villages "after tho
pattern of Potehkiu," for the edifi-

cation of foreign journalists, while
the people lmve been left to starve,
or sink into poverty and ignorance.

The numerous foreign tourists
who have traveled in these beautiful
countries have seen nothing of Aus-

tria's "work of civilization," as they
are kept to the beaten trac'ks spe-
cially prepared for them, and they
only sec the country liko a cnrcfuUy
staged panoiama on the films of the
Imperial and Boyal Picture Show!
TIIE POLITICAL
HOIUZOX.

It is much easier to understand
why the political horizon in the
southern corner of Europe is always
clouded if ouo is given a clearer
view of the chartered rights, Us op-

posed to the actual position held by
tho Southern Slavs in the mon-
archy; but this view is not usually
obtained through tho official chan-
nels of Vienna and Buda Pest Ac-

cording to these, all ancient char-
ters si libortii arc so mamc- - "scraps

of paper." and the actual law merely
the right of the stiongest. The Haps-bur-

did not come as victors uith
the rights of conqueror to the South-
ern Slav piovinces. They became
rulers of these countries in virtue of
voluntary treaties, and they them-
selves issued manifestos and bulls,
in which the integrity and indepen-
dence of the Southern Slav countiies
aie inconteslably guaranteed Cen-

turies ago. while the Hapsbwrg
dynasty was endangered by constant
wars, aud especially during the
Turkish invasion, these guaranties
were faithfully observed. But wth
the altered conditions of affairs the
Southern Slavs had to wage a bitter
struggle for their lights.

The history of these provinces
during tho past generation is ono of
neglect and misgovernmcnt. Croa-
tia has been exploited by the Mag-
yars, and the narrow interests of
Buda Pest have prevented railway
development and hampered local In-

dustries by skillful manipulation
of tariffs and taxation. A further re-

sult is that even today Dalmalfa has
no railway connection with tho lest
of Euiope. aud those of Bosnia arc
artificially directed towards Buda
Pest, tather than towards Zagrcl, Vi-

enna and "Western Europe.
"SOW X
CHAOS.

The national problem which the
Congress of Vienna bequeathed to
posterity may be seen nt a glance
by looking at a political map of Eu-
rope in 1S13. The entire center of
tho Continent from Ostcud to Pa-
lermo, and from Konigsberg to Con-
stantinople, was left a political
chaos. There were, roughly speak-
ing, ten great nationalities tho
Germans, the Italians, the Belgians,
tho Poles, the Bohemians, the Hun-
garians, llva Southern. Slavs, tho
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Roumanians, the Bulgarians and
the Greeks all left with national
aspirations unsatisfied, all hampeied
by state frontiers which had no cor-

respondence with their natural
boundaries. Can we wonder that
there have been wars in the nine-

teenth century? Therefore, having
failed to get their independence
through settlement by conference,
they used the alternative to it, and
that is "blood and lion," and It is
with "blood and iron" that nearly
every nationality, which has attained
nationhood in tho last century, has
cemented the structure in its btatc.

Belgium and Greece ucro the finjt
ones to rise and secure their present
liberties. Then came , the won-

derful year of modern history. In a
course "of a few weeks the establish-
ed order seemed everywhere to he
crumbling to pieces. The Ohchs, the
Magyars, the Germans, the Italians
rose against the paralyzing oncura-branc- e

of the Hapsburg autocracj.
And the seed of 14S secured tho

formation of United Italy iu the
form of a constitutional monaicby.
In 1S71, a federal government was
established in Germany. The Hun-

garian, portion of the Austrian do-

minion achieved national recognition
and institutions. Rounmnia and Ser-

via were declared sovereign powers
independent of Turkey; Bulgaria
achieved a recognition as a princi-
pality, and Montenegro became a

t
recognized state. Norway became an
independent constitutional mou-arch- v,

and at last, the Balkan var
brought tho accession to the Balkan
States of a new tcnitory.
CAUSE OK
JUUJTAMTY.

Inability of the government to get
tho majority of the repiesentatlves
for their unconstitutional ruling was
a cause for the policy of brutal im-

perialism then inaugurated which
remained in force to this day. From
1SS3 to 3903 Count Carl Khueu He- - s

was Ban of Croatia, and the
twenty years of his administration
have been the blackest period as re-

gards political, economic and per-

sonal tlnaldom.
Countless Magyar schools were

scattered throughout tho country to
promote the denationalization of tho
people; espionage and secret polico
flourished as in Darkest Russia. The
archives of the state with the con-

stitutional charters of Croatia, Sla-

vonia and Dalmatia were incorporat-
ed with the state archives in Buda
Pest. and. last but not least, tho
agreement Itself was falsified by the
pasting of a slip of paper over tho
specification of Flume as a "corpus
separatum adncxae rex," converting
it Into a "corpus separatum ad-

ncxae Hungarlam," whereby this im-

portant Croatian seaport became ex-

clusively Hungarian property. Twen-

ty years' martyrdom of Croatia un

der his administration had not en-

ervated the nation; on tho contraiy,
they grew strong through adversity;
and steadfastly went forward to-

wards their goal. Khucn-Hcder-var-

bribery, intimidation, ever-

lasting trials for high treason, pris-

on and the gallows, all these had
only incited them to further resist-
ance.

In 1903, the whole country rose in
rebellion as ouo man, and Khucn-Hcdorvar-

power was biokim.
Even he had to admit that IUb twen-

ty years' rule of ruthless oppression
had merely defeated its own object
(denationalization of Croats), that it
had united the people whom he had
sought to weaken and strengthened
that which he had hoped to destroy.

In the following ten years six ad-

ministrative heads were changed,
some of them reigning for only two
months. The; popular rising of 11)03

opened new channels for the nation-
al struggle; it was also tho prelude
to tho hardest and bitterest time that
the Southern Slavs havo yet been
called upon to face. Two years Int-

er In tho election of 1905 the oppo-

sition parties won a brilliant victory.
Not ono government candidate was
returned. Tho sessions of these par-

liaments was very short because the
deputies refused to pass such gov-

ernment bills which were against
the interest of tho people, and thcrt)

are very, ycry few for the people. ..


